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Become
sustainable!

We assist your club to become
climate friendly & sustainable

We are the central service partner of the global ESRAG initiative 

Every-club-climate-friendly

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Increasing human activities …... are causing emissions.

Copyright: Future Earth 2024. (Sources: The trajectory of the
Anthropocene: The Great Acceleration, 16 January 2015, Anthropocene
Review, Will Steffen, Wendy Broadgate, Lisa Deutsch, Owen Gaffney, 
Cornelia Ludwig,  https://futureearth.org/2015/01/16/the-great-
acceleration/)

More people on earth
- More houses & food
- More transportation
- More production

More emissions
of Greenhouse gases that
accumulate in the
atmosphere.

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Atmospheric CO2 now higher than in the last 400.000 years.

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
https://www.co2.earth/images/figures/sks/sks_co2_400kyr_850.jpg
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CO2 emissions lead to Greenhouse effect and Climate change.

Accumulated CO2 emissions in the atmosphere

Greenhouse effect
• The sun's rays heat the earth
• The warmed earth emits infrared rays
• Greenhouse gases, e.g. CO2, reflect infrared rays and 

create the greenhouse effect

Climate Change
• “Climate change refers to long-term shifts in 

temperatures and weather patterns. 
• Such shifts can be natural but since the 1800s, human 

activities have been the main driver of climate change 
Source: United Nations Climate Actions. 
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
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Planet earth has fever already … so what can we do as Rotarians?

Source: Climate action tracker: https://climateactiontracker.org

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
https://climateactiontracker.org/
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How can I make my club 
climate friendly and sustainable?

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Club CO2 footprint, 
caused by club activities:
• Transport to meetings
• Meals at meetings
• Journeys & events
• …

How can I make my club 
climate friendly and sustainable?

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Club CO2 footprint, 
caused by club activities:
• Transport to meetings
• Meals at meetings
• Journeys & events

How can I make my club 
climate friendly and sustainable?

Analyse & reduce
club CO2 footprint

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Increase club CO2 handprint, 
i.e. the positive climate actions
to reduce CO2
• Financial contribution
• Effective projects
• Member handprint

Club CO2 footprint, 
caused by club activities:
• Transport to meetings
• Meals at meetings
• Journeys & events

How can I make my club 
climate friendly and sustainable?

Analyse & reduce
club CO2 footprint

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/


Michael Koch, Apr 2024 www.becomesustainable.orgEvery-club-climate-friendly Slide 10

Online tool to estimate CO2 footprint & handprint of your club.

Online CO2 footprint calculator
• Tailor-made for Rotary and Rotaract Clubs. 
• Finnish version in development
• Each club gets a report via email:

We will offer an online workshop to do the estimation with interested clubs.

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Use „best paractice“ to reduce the CO2 footprint of club activities.

• Complete list of
„best practice“ examples

• How to nudge a best practice
• How to lead by example

Receive the complete list of “best practice”: Participate in “Become Sustainable!”.

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Financial contribution to a recommended Rotary project. 
Example: Solvatten water filter - RC Stockholm Djurgarden.

Solvatten water filter
• Sunlight creates

safe, affordable water
• 1 water filter costs $145
• Lasts 7 years
• Reduces CO2 by 7 tons
• Gold standard certificate
• Positive impact on all 7 Rotary 

areas of focus
• Appr. 21$ per ton of CO2

Pictures: Solvatten

More examples in our handbook and www.BecomeSustainable.org

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Rotary Climate Forest:
• Part of the „Great Green Wall“
• Led by RC Antwerpen-Metropool 
• Village development, education, 

entrepreneurship, childcare, …
• Planting of trees
• Appr. 7€ per ton of CO2

Financial contribution to a recommended Rotary project. 
Example: Rotary Climate Forest - RC München-Residenz.

Pictures: Rotary Climate Forest

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Picture: Copyright Dr. Otmar Fugmann

Project „Rotary Moor“ (peatland)
• Reduces CO2 emissions by

re-wetting a moor
• Positive impact on biodiversity
• Is part of the „great green belt“ on the

former inner-German border
• Hands-on possibilities for clubs
• Appr. 100€ per ton of CO2

The project is looking for
more participating clubs!

Effective project started by the club. 
Example: ”Rotary Moor” - RC Nürnberg-Connect.

More examples in our handbook and www.BecomeSustainable.org

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Photovoltaic panels for people in need
• E.g. single mother, two kids
• Social impact – saving energy cost
• Approx. 150 kg reduced CO2 emissions per panel

per year in Germany
• Hands-on option for the club
• Approx. 80 € per ton of CO2

Effective project started by the club. 
Example: ”Photovoltaic panels for people in need” - RC Fürth.

Picture: NDR

More examples in our handbook and www.BecomeSustainable.org

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Increasing the handprint – examples from Rotarians.
The positive climate actions of clubs & members.

Inspire your friends & family
(Matthias Bretschneider)

Cycle to work
(Marc-Oliver Wenk)

Drive an electric car
(Phil Ross)

Avoid flying
(Malcolm Rooney)

Use train & electric vehicle where possible.
Buy furniture second hand.
(Marc Czerlinsky)

Give presentations about climate change.
Install sustainability team.
(Michael Koch)

Photovoltaics on your house
(Matthias Bretschneider)

Meatless Monday
(Chris Davies)

Avoid food waste in your community.
Re-Use clothes in your community.
(RC of Kirriemuir )

Repair and donate Laptops.
(RAC Milano Sforza) 

Install electric vehicle charging stations.
(RC Pocatello) 

Reduce room teperature
(Johannes Viereck)

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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„We assist your club to become
climate-friendly & sustainable.“

Our offers to you:
• Giving presentations to raise awareness.

• Sharing effective projects with climate & social impact.

• Helping to estimate club CO2 footprint & handprint.

• Offering best practice to reduce CO2.

• Advice for CO2 offsetting through Rotary projects.
• Comprehensive Handbook with 7 steps for your club.

Picture: Adobe Stock

We invite you & your club … to „Become Sustainable!“

Please scan QR-Code

and participate

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Join our team, become an ambassador!
Thank you for your attention.

170 Clubs
interested / participating

from

25 Countries

28 Team members, 
experts & ambassadors

from

17 clubs & 4 continents

Picture: Adobe Stock

Please scan QR-Code

and participate

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Thank you for your attention!

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/
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Start communication, 
build knowledge

Start effective project &
increase handprint

Plan actions

Understand mindset, build team

The seven steps to make your club climate-friendly.
The steps are described in detail in our handbook.

Start reducing
footprint

Analyse CO2

footprint & handprint

Financial contribution to
recommended project

http://www.becomesustainable.org/
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-friendly/

